
Committee: Cabinet
Date of meeting: 21 December 2017

Title of Report: Arnside and Silverdale Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty Development Plan Document: Publication 
Consultation 

Report by: Corporate Director – Economy and Highways
Cabinet Member: Celia Tibble, Cabinet Member for Environment

What is the Report About? (Executive Summary)

1. South Lakeland District Council (SLDC) is currently undertaking consultation on 
the draft final Arnside and Silverdale Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 
Development Plan Document (DPD). 

2. The Arnside and Silverdale AONB DPD which has been prepared in conjunction 
with Lancaster City Council identifies sites for new housing and employment and 
sets out policies to ensure that development reflects the AONB designation.

3. This report provides Cabinet with the proposed Council’s response to the DPD 
which has now reached its “Publication” stage. Following this consultation the 
document will be submitted together with representations made on it to the 
Government who will appoint an Inspector to carry out an Independent 
Examination. 

4. If the Inspector finds the DPD is sound, SLDC will be able to adopt the Plan and it 
will form part of their statutory Local Plan for the District.

5. There is general support for the current DPD with most of the Council’s previous 
comments taken account of. However greater weight needs to be given to 
ensuring new developments support access to sustainable forms of transport.  

Recommendation of the Corporate Director

6. It is recommended that Cabinet approves the Council’s consultation response, as 
set out in Appendices 1 and 2, for submission to South Lakeland District Council.

Background to the Proposals

7. The planning system in England is ‘plan led’ whereby there is a statutory duty for 
all Local Planning Authorities to prepare a Local Plan for their area. This provides 
the policies used in the determination of planning applications. 



8. The South Lakeland Local Plan currently comprises a series of documents 
including :

 Core Strategy (Adopted 2010) - Setting out the overarching development 
strategy;

 Land Allocation (Adopted 2013) – Identified specific development sites to 
deliver the principles set out within the Core Strategy;

 “ Saved” Local Plan Policy (Adopted 1997) – Contains a number of detailed 
policies to inform the consideration of applications. 

 Development Management DPD (Undergoing development) – Contains 
detailed policy to be used to inform planning applications.

9. Sitting alongside these documents the Arnside and Silverdale AONB DPD has 
        been jointly prepared by SLDC and Lancashire City Council.  The role of this is to 
        set out bespoke Planning Policy to reflect the characteristics and opportunities 
        within the area of the AONB. 

10. The AONB’s distinct environment, culture and historic value needs detailed 
        consideration and the preparation of the DPD will bring benefit in this respect.   
        The DPD sets out how development and planning considerations will support the 
        vision for the AONB set out in the AONB Management Plan; namely

 create vibrant, diverse, and sustainable communities with a strong sense of 
place;

 maintains a thriving local economy; and
 conserves and enhances the special qualities of the AONB, including 

landscape character and visual amenity, wildlife, geology, heritage and 
settlement character.

11. Following this consultation the document will be submitted together with
  representations made on it to the Government who will appoint an Inspector to 
  carry out an Independent Examination. If the Inspector finds the DPD is sound; 
  SLDC will be able to adopt the Plan. It should be adopted in Spring 2018 when it 
  will then form part of the statutory Local Plan for the District. 

12. Working with the Area Manager for South Lakeland Local Committee views have 
been sought to inform this response.Following a review of feedback received, 
Appendices 1 and 2 contains the proposed response to the consultation. 

Options Considered and Risks Identified

Option (a)

 The response outlined in this Report and at Appendices 1 and 2is provided to
      South Lakeland District Council.

Option (b) 

 Cabinet adds further comments to the response outlined in this Report and at 
Appendices 1 and 2 before it is provided to South Lakeland District Council.



Option (c)

 Do not respond. However this would undermine any opportunities to influence 
the drafting of the Development Plan Document.

Reasons for the recommendation/Key benefits 

 It will help ensure the Council’s interests and priorities are reflected within the 
Development Plan Document.

 It will ensure the deliverability of the Development Plan Document.

Financial – What Resources will be needed and how will it be Funded?

13.There are no direct financial implications arising from the recommendations 
contained within this report.  The Arnside and Silverdale Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty Development Plan Document identifies sites for new housing and 
employment and sets out policies to ensure that development reflects the AONB 
designation. This document forms part of South Lakeland Local Plan, which will 
have implications for the Council and these will become clearer as the planning 
process progresses. 

Legal Aspects – What needs to be considered?

14. There are no direct legal implications arising from the recommendations 
   proposed however, once adopted, the South Lakeland District Councils Local 
   Plan will have implications for the planning applications made in the area covered 
   by the Local Plan. Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 
   2004 provides that planning applications must be determined in accordance with 
   the development plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise. 
   Therefore a robust response to the consultation upon Local Plan documents is 
   essential to ensure the Council’s objectives for economic growth, infrastructure 
   and service delivery and environmental protection are supported.

   It is a function of Cabinet to agree responses to consultation papers when  
   appropriate. This is provided for at paragraph 2.1(m) of Part 2B of the
   Constitution.

Council Plan Priority – How do the proposals contribute to the delivery of 
the Council’s stated objectives?

15. The relevant Council Plan priority is :

         Infrastructure : To provide a safe and well managed highway network, secure 
         infrastructure improvements and support local economic growth.

         Supporting the development of this Local Plan document will contribute to the 



         delivery of the Council’s priority by directly ensuring new development can be 
         accommodated within the highway network, infrastructure needed to support
         economic growth is identified and is deliverable and local plan policy supports 
         growth.

What is the Impact of the Decision on Health Inequalities and Equality and 
Diversity Issues?

16.  The preparation of this Development Plan Document follows detailed procedures  
    for public engagement that South Lakeland District Council must adhere to.

Appendices and Background Documents

Appendix 1 - Draft Council Response on Policies Final Draft Arnside and 
Silverdale AONB DPD 
Appendix 2 – Draft Council Response on Allocations Final Draft Arnside and 
Silverdale AONB DPD

Key Facts

Electoral Division(s): South Lakeland

Executive 
Decision 

Key 
Decision 
Included 
in 
Forward 
Plan

Exempt 
from 
call-in

Exemption 
agreed by 
scrutiny 
chair

Considered 
by 
scrutiny, if 
so detail 
below

Environmental 
or 
sustainability 
assessment 
undertaken?

Equality impact 
assessment 
undertaken?

Yes No No No No No No

Approved by Cabinet Member/s on 7th December 2017

Previous relevant Council or Executive decisions

Cabinet Meeting of 16 March 2017 - Report on Draft Arnside and Silverdale Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty Development Plan Document

Consideration by Overview & Scrutiny
None

Background Papers
None

Report Author

Allan McNicoll, Infrastructure Planning Officer Tel: 07766990899
Email allan.mcnicoll@cumbria.gov.uk

mailto:allan.mcnicoll@cumbria.gov.uk

